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Oroville School District

Student Athletic/Activity Code

The primary purpose of the athletic/activity programs in the Oroville School District is to promote the physical, mental, social, and emotional well-being of all students through healthy participation, competition, and fair-play. It is hoped that athletics/activities in our school will be a positive force in preparing youth for an enriching and vital role in adult life.

The athletic/activity program is an important and integral part of the total school program, and is open to participation by all students regardless of individual differences. Through voluntary participation, the student gives time, energy, and loyalty to the program. Because participation is considered a privilege, the student accepts the training rules, regulations and responsibilities unique to the individual activity program in which s/he participates.  In order to contribute to the welfare of the group, the student must willingly assume these obligations, as the role demands that individuals make sacrifices not required of others.

In addition to this code, students are governed by:

Washington Interscholastic Activities Association (WIAA)

Oroville School District Policy
Student Handbook Rules of Oroville Jr/Sr High School

Oroville Jr/Sr High Special rules of each sport/activity imposed by the coach/advisor

I. GENERAL REGULATIONS

A. WIAA rules and guidelines must be adhered to in all cases of eligibility, school attendance, transfer, physical examinations, insurance coverage, starting dates, use of school equipment, etc. Each coach/advisor has the responsibility to know and inform participants and parents to enforce these rules and guidelines.

B. The athletic/activities code will be in effect twenty-four hours a day, seven days a week. All violations of this code are cumulative for grades 7-12.
C. The athletic/activities code is in effect from the first day of fall practice through the next 365 days, twenty-four hours a day, seven days a week.

D. The athletic/activities code will be a part of the student handbook. The signature page denotes that the code has been read and signed by participants. The signed signature page, or the electronic version from an online registration platform (currently FamilyId), will be kept on file with the school. The consequences of code will be in effect from the first time it is signed until a student graduates from high school, though s/he will be expected to sign the code every year.

E. The imposition of a suspension will also remove the student from eligibility of special athletic awards for the remainder of the suspension in all activities sponsored by Oroville School District.

II. ACTIVITIES REGULATIONS—Violation of any of the following activity code regulation will result in disciplinary action as outlined in the “disciplinary action” section of this code. These regulations apply to ALL school sponsored sports, clubs, events, and activities.
A. Attendance – All participants will attend practices, meeting, contests, etc. unless excused by his/her coach. A participant cannot attend a practice or a contest on any day in which s/he was counted absent in any scheduled period of that day. The only exception to the latter rule is being absent for purposes of doctor or dental appointments, and/or with Athletic Director, Principal, or designee approval. If a student is marked absent from school for a doctor/dental appointment, the student must present a doctor/dental note from the clinic to the attendance secretary, coach/advisor, Athletic Director/Principal, or event supervisor before being eligible to attend, practice, or participate in athletics/activities on that day.  It is the district’s position that students who remain home from school due to sickness should refrain from participation until they are well enough to fully attend school and participate. School related absences coded as – field trips, activities, testing, office/counselor meetings, and court do not count as an absence under this section. 
In the event an athlete returns from any school sponsored activity after 12:00 midnight s/he may be excused for the first period of the next school day and still participate in a practice or contest on that day. The Athletic Director/Principal will communicate with program supervisors for trips that return later than 1:00am, and they will determine a reasonable time for students to return to school on that day. These late returning trips will be handled on a case-by-case basis. 
Students that are assigned an In-School Suspension or an Out-of-School Suspension cannot practice, participate, or attend events/activities. 
Students must be present in all assigned classes on a Friday, unless approved by the Athletic Director, Principal, or designee, to be eligible to attend, participate, and/or perform during a weekend event/activity.
B. Injury – A student who has been injured and received medical treatment may not participate in practice, or a contest until a medical professional provides a signed release.  Attendance at practices and events is mandatory unless excused by the coach/advisor of the activity.

C. Travel – The expectation is for students to travel to and from the contests in transportation arranged by the school. This allows additional time for contest preparation, team building, reduces liability, and solidifies line-ups for teams/coaches/advisors prior to competition. In rare cases, private transportation may be necessary (doctor/dental/emergency situations). These special cases will be pre-arranged and must be recommended/supported by the coach/advisor to be approved by the Athletic Director, Principal, or Superintendent. Students will not drive/transport themselves to any away event. No student will transport another student to or from any event.
Students enrolled in the Running Start Program may need to be picked up, and dropped off at an alternate location to accommodate scheduling conflicts with their college classes. Running Start students will be required to have a Sports/Activities Travel Release of Liability Form on file with the school, for each sport/activity season, to be picked up and/or dropped off at locations other than Oroville High School. 
A parent or guardian may request that his/her student ride with the parent/guardian after an event or activity. This parental request must be made in person, upon the conclusion of the event or activity, to the appropriate coach/advisor, and the student must be signed out on the coach/advisor’s travel roster. 
The parent may request that a participant ride with a responsible adult, other than themselves, by meeting with the Principal or Athletic Director and filling out a Sports/Activities Travel Release form at least two (2) days prior to the event/contest. This request must be pre-approved by the Athletic Director prior to the event/contest. 
D. Sportsmanship – Students involved in athletics/activities representing Oroville School District exemplify the highest standards of good sportsmanship. Sportsmanship is defined as those qualities of courteousness, fairness and respectfulness to all associated with the sport contest or activity. Any display of unsportsmanlike conduct (including the use of profanity) will result in counseling by the coach/advisor and possible disciplinary action. In compliance with WIAA rules, sportsmanship violations that result in ejection from a game will mean automatic suspension from play in the next scheduled game at that level.

E. Law Infraction – Any (Federal, State, or local) law infraction by a student-athlete that is determined by the head coach/advisor, athletic director or principal to be detrimental to the athletic/activity program will result in a conference with the head coach/advisor and school administrator.  Suspension may result as an outcome of this conference.

F. Care of Property – Theft, loss, or malicious destruction of any school or individuals’ equipment or property will not be tolerated. Students will pay all replacement costs. An individual will not be allowed to compete in another sport or activity until s/he has fulfilled, or made appropriate payment plan arrangements for, the financial responsibility incurred by an infraction of this regulation.

G. Citizenship Standards – All participants should be an example of good citizenship in the school building, classroom and athletic/activity program. Conduct that mutually and substantially interferes with the educational process is prohibited. Any student that accumulates (3) or more referrals for behavior requiring administrative action may lose his/her privilege to participate in any travel/events/competitions, may not be recommended for All-League Honors during the current season, and may be suspended from the athletic/activity program. (Refer to Disciplinary Action, A)
H. Chat Rooms, Message Boards and Social Media– Students should not participate in chat room or social media bantering with opponents and/or friends as a representative of the Oroville School District student body.  The backlash has potential for very serious problems for the individual, the team/activity, and the school. Any student promoting/demonstrating unacceptable behaviors, whether directly or indirectly, is subject to disciplinary action and possible suspension from his/her program – as outlined in the Student Handbook regarding social media infractions.
I. Team/Activity Rules – Each sport/activity will have rules and regulations unique to that sport. The coach will provide team members with a written copy of these rules at the start of each season. Violation of these rules may result in disciplinary action or suspension, as outlined by the coach/advisor of each program.

J. Incomplete Season – Participants who voluntarily remove themselves from a team must talk with his/her coach. Failure to do so shall make that athlete ineligible for another sport during that sport season. The rule may be waived after an appeal to the Athletic Director and consultation with the coaches involved. Any participant who is dropped from a program for disciplinary reasons will not be allowed to become a member of any other program during that season.
III. DISCIPLINARY ACTION

A. The head coach/advisor will handle violations of team/squad rules or minor infractions of the athletic/activities code. A committee of the head coach/advisor, athletic director, and/or principal will decide violations involving a suspension.

B. Before any suspension shall take effect, the student and parent shall be verbally advised by the head coach/advisor of the alleged violation. The student and parent will have an opportunity to explain or justify the action to the athletic director. If, after such a conference, the athletic director is satisfied that a suspension is justified, the athletic director will notify the participant and the parents/guardians.
IV. TOBACCO, AND/OR ALCOHOL VIOLATIONS, LEGEND DRUGS AND CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES VIOLATIONS

A. In the event the school obtains knowledge of alleged violations involving alcohol, tobacco, nicotine, electronic cigarettes, vaping materials, marijuana, legend drugs, or illegal drugs, an investigation of the information will occur. Sources of information may include, but not be limited to law enforcement officials, parents, students, social media, staff or community members.  In the event that reasonable suspicion is found that violations did occur, interviews will be conducted with students to determine validity. During an investigation, parents/guardians will be notified by the Athletic Director or Principal in the most-timely manner possible, to protect all students involved with the incident. Following an investigation, and prior to disciplinary action being formally imposed, parents will be notified and offered an opportunity to meet with the athletic director and/or coach/advisor.

B. Students who use, possess, sell or distribute, tobacco, nicotine, electronic cigarettes, vaping materials, marijuana, or alcohol will not be nominated for All-League Honors for the current season, and will be subject to the following disciplinary actions:

1. First Offense (Self-Reported) – student will be denied participation in 20% of the season meets, matches, performances, or games. This will be reduced to 10% upon completion of an approved drug/alcohol/tobacco program. Penalties will carry over to postseason play and/or the next sport season, this school year or next, if not fulfilled during the present season. Students admitting to a violation while in possession or under the influence of the above listed substances will not receive a reduction for self-reporting. Students must self-report, prior to discovery by staff/coaches/administrators, of their involvement in a violation immediately upon arriving to school following the violation. If evidence of the violation is posted on social media sources, then the student may not receive a reduction for the offense. Students must self-report to a coach/advisor, staff member, counselor, athletic director, or Principal following a violation. 
2. First Offense (Not Self-Reported) – student will be denied participation in 40% of the season meets, matches, performances, or games. This will be reduced to 20% upon completion of an approved drug/alcohol/tobacco program. Penalties will carry over to postseason play and or the next sport season, this school year or next, if not fulfilled during the present sport season. 
3. Consequence Clarification – Suspension from participation percentages will be rounded up when calculating the number of season meets, matches, performances, or games that the student will miss. Partial game suspensions will not be given for this disciplinary action. 

4. Second Offense – Suspension from participation in athletic/activities for one calendar year.

5. Third Offense – Suspension from participation for the remainder of the individual’s school career.

C. Attendance at functions where alcohol and/or drugs are being illegally used will also result in disciplinary action: Participants will not attend or support function where alcohol and/or drugs are being illegally used with their knowledge. Nor will they place themselves in circumstances where they should reasonably know that such conditions exist. If they become aware, they will leave the function immediately. It will be presumed that the student participated by attending the function, and the burden of proof will fall on the student to explain the extent of his/her participation. 
Attendance (not leaving immediately, or knowingly going to a drug/alcohol party) or participation at alcohol/drug parties will result in the same penalties as those outlined above for use of alcohol and/or drugs.
IMMEDIATELY: The term “immediately” is to be understood as – at once; instantly; as soon as; promptly; without hesitation; with urgency; within moments…etc.
V. WIAA DRUG POLICY (Legend Drugs/Steroids/Controlled Substances)
A. First Violation – Student is ineligible for participation for the remainder of the season. The student may appeal for reinstatement in accordance with rule 18.26.2 of the WIAA handbook.
B.  Second Violation – Suspension from participation in all athletics/activities for one calendar year from the date of the second violation.
C. Third Violation – Student is permanently ineligible for participation in all athletics/activities.

VI. HAZING/HARASSMENT/BULLYING

All students will deal with all persons in a manner that conveys respect for individuals, regardless of differences. Acts of harassment, intimidation, hazing, bullying, hostility, or defamation, whether verbal, written, via social media, physical, or by gesture will not be tolerated.  Any demeaning form of on-campus or off-campus hazing or harassment, which is related to school issues/activities and is used to initiate or humiliate another student, constitutes grounds for disciplinary action including suspension or expulsion from athletics/activities, school, and/or school activities.

VII. APPEAL PROCEDURE—If the participant is not satisfied with the disciplinary action, s/he must follow the appeal procedure as outlined herein:

A. The student and parent, guardian, or adult advocate should request an appeal through the school Athletic Director.  Such request must be submitted in writing within (5) five business days of the suspension notice.

B. The Athletic Director, Principal, or designee will assemble an appeal board to convene within five (5) business days of receiving a written request of appeal.

1. The appeal board shall be composed of a head coach/advisor of another sport/activity, a faculty member, and the Principal/designee. The purpose of the hearing committee shall be to review the facts and consider the basis of the appeal and determine the appropriateness of the disciplinary action.

2. The student and parents, guardian, or adult advocate must be in attendance. In the event the parent, guardian, or adult advocate is not present, the appeal procedure ends and the original disciplinary decision will be upheld. The district shall act in good faith to schedule the hearing at such a time that the parent, guardian, or adult advocate can attend.

3. In case of an appeal hearing, the information leading to the suspension by the school must be provided. Names of students will be withheld from the process, but provided to the appeal committee, principal, and superintendent in the event further appeals are used.

4. If the student/parent/guardian/adult advocate is unsatisfied with the decision of the appeal board they may appeal to the Superintendent of Oroville School District. The appeal must be in writing and received by the Superintendent within (5) five business days of the appeal board’s decision. The Superintendent will meet with the student/parents/guardian/adult advocate within (5) five business days of receiving a written request for an appeal. If the student/parent/guardian/adult advocate is unsatisfied with the decision of the Superintendent, they may appeal to the Oroville School District Board of Directors. 
5. Throughout the appeal process, the suspension will continue in force. WAC 180-40-240, 180-40-225.
C.    Adult Advocate: an “adult advocate” is to be a person over the age of (21), not a school      district employee, and be mindful of the Athletic/Activities Code Goals:
· To support the growth, development, and success of students in the areas of accountability, academics, character building, and social-emotional growth.

· To assist in producing well-rounded high school graduates that are equipped to advance into post-secondary education, trade work, or enter society with the skills necessary to be productive citizens.

· To provide students with an opportunity to make mistakes, be accountable, learn, reflect, and then recover to a successful outcome as growth occurs.

The adult advocate must provide the Athletic Director with a written letter, granting permission, from the legal parent/guardian to advocate for the student. The letter must identify the adult advocate’s name, release the parent’s/guardian’s interests in participating in the appeal process, grant permission for the adult advocate to act on their behalf during the appeal process, and include a signature.  

VIII. ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS – To be eligible for participation in interscholastic athletics or activities, a student must meet the following requirements by WIAA and Oroville Jr/Sr High School:
A. WIAA: 
Middle School
High School
1. Age:
Under 15 by June 1
Under 20 by 9/1, 12/1, 3/3

2. Regular member of school

3. Comply with WIAA Transfer rule

4. Comply with WIAA previous semester, regular attendance, and season limitation rule

5. Physical examination passed within the past twenty-four (24) months and filed in the school office. (Athletics)

6. Comply with WIAA eligibility rules concerning exchange students, home based education, Alternative School/Outreach, and Running Start.

7. Comply with the WIAA amateur standings rule

B. Oroville Junior High School:

1. Participant must purchase an ASB card and have all fines/fees reconciled, or a current payment plan established through the ASB secretary.
2. Must have signed parent permission form and athletic/activity contract completed on the online platform (FamilyId).

3. Must have school insurance or provide insurance through an alternate source.

4. Must have a signed Emergency Medical Release completed on the online platform (FamilyId).

C. Oroville High School

1. Participant must purchase an ASB card and have all fines/fees reconciled, or a current payment plan established through the ASB secretary. 

2. Must have a signed parent permission form and athletic/activity contract completed on the online platform (FamilyId).

3. Must have school insurance or provide insurance through an alternate source.

4. Must have a signed Emergency Medical Release completed on the online platform (FamilyId).

D. Academic Eligibility

1. Academic: The first grade check will be based on the most recently submitted grades. Fall sports will check previous semester grades.
a. Eligible: The privilege of participating in co-curricular activities.
b. Ineligible:  Not having the privilege of participating in co-curricular activities. Students will be allowed to participate in practice sessions while ineligible, however, they will not be allowed to “suit up”, travel, or participate with the group at time of competition or performance. This includes pre-season jamborees, takedown tournaments, and/or scrimmage type events that can be counted as a practice, but involve a performance against another team or individual. 
c. Study Table Requirements: Students who meet the outlined criteria will be required to attend a Study Table for (3) non-consecutive hours in a week (not to exceed two hours in a single session). The coach, or other school employee deemed appropriate by the coach, will supervise study table, will take attendance and help track students for the administration. If the student does not attend the required study table, s/he will be deemed ineligible for co-curricular activities and will not be allowed to practice, play in games, or attend after school events (this includes watching a game or attending a dance or other extra-curricular activity).
E. Activity and Athletic Participation

Academics should be a student’s top priority at Oroville Jr/Sr High School. In order to be eligible academically for co-curricular activities a participant must pass all classes at each Semester reporting period, and subsequent grading check points. Any student who is failing (1) one or more classes at the Semester grading period will be deemed “ineligible” until:
1. High School:  after the fourth (4th) Saturday in September for Fall athletics/activities, or the first five (5) weeks of the succeeding semester (1st Semester grading period) for Winter/Spring athletics/activities.  
2. Junior High School: the end of the previous semester through the first three (3) weeks of the succeeding semester.

The Fall eligibility determination will be made ten (10) days after school is out for the summer, or if the district provides summer school, eligibility will be determined by the last day of summer school. If a student is deemed ineligible, but is attending summer school to obtain eligibility status prior to the start of school in August, the student is considered ineligible until the passing summer school grade is awarded. Eligibility will be reinstated when the participant posts passing scores in all classes for the previous semester. 
An Incomplete “I” grade, will be treated as an “F” grade until replaced by another grade.
F. 2018 WIAA Amendment – Incoming 9th Grade Rule (18.7.6.A): In the fall, an incoming ninth grade student is not required to meet the previous semester scholarship rule in 18.7.4 provided s/he has met all other eligibility requirement
This WIAA Amendment will apply to Oroville High School ninth grade students under the following conditions:  

1. An incoming ninth grade student must appeal, in writing, to the Athletic Director for fall eligibility if s/he did not pass all classes in the previous semester. The appeal must be received prior to the first competition of the season. 
2. The student must meet with the Athletic Director and his/her parent, guardian, or adult advocate to develop an academic plan, and a weekly progress monitoring system with academic goals. 
3. The student will be on probationary status for the first 4½ weeks of the season, and anytime the student has (1) one “F” grade, s/he will become ineligible.   
G. Grading Periods Defined:
Fall participation will be based on Second Semester grades from the preceding year. Following the WIAA mandatory ineligibility period (4 ½ weeks-Fall), students may become eligible through weekly eligibility checks if they are passing all classes. Weekly eligibility checks will occur on the first Monday following the WIAA ineligibility period, and continue every Monday until the final first Semester grade is posted.
Continuing winter and spring participation are based on First Semester grades of the current year. Following the WIAA mandatory ineligibility period (5 weeks – winter/spring), students may become eligible through weekly eligibility checks if they are passing all classes. Weekly eligibility checks will occur on the first Monday following the WIAA ineligibility period, and continue every Monday until the final second Semester grade is posted.
H. Weekly Eligibility Checks:

Office staff will complete a weekly eligibility report and notify students/parents/guardians of the student’s eligibility status, following each WIAA mandatory period (Fall/Winter). Any participant who is failing (1) one or more classes will be considered to be on probation during that week. The student will have one week to obtain passing grades in all classes. If the student has one or more failing grades for a second week (in any class), the student will become ineligible until s/he is passing all classes. Students can become eligible whenever they are passing all classes, and submit an Academic Eligibility Status form to the AD Secretary, Athletic Director, or Principal for verification. The student will be required to attend study table until they are passing all classes.

The expectation for students is to be respectful and considerate of their teachers’ time and workload, while advocating for themselves in an appropriate manner about grading methods/practices. Students should know that their teachers are dedicated to supporting the success of all their students. Students should be understanding and allow their teachers an appropriate amount of time to correct and submit into Skyward any re-takes, late, and/or missing assignments. 
I. Student Academic Plan of Improvement:
Students (nonparticipants) who do not meet the eligibility requirements outlined for attending an event/activity may appeal to the Athletic Director using a  “Student Academic Plan of Improvement” contract. The student must complete the following: 

1. Students will be required to meet with the Athletic Director, Counselor, Teacher, or Principal to develop an individualized academic contract. 
2. The meeting and contract must be established at least two weeks prior to the scheduled event. This will allow time for the contract data to be collected. 
3. The contract will include specific outcomes that are agreed upon by all parties to improve the academic success of the student. 
4. If the contract is created between the student, teacher, and/or counselor, it must receive final approval from the Athletic Director or Principal. 
5. If the student satisfies the contract, then the student will be allowed to attend the designated event/activity. 
6. These exceptions will only be for a pre-determined single event/activity, based on academic eligibility criteria, and at the discretion of the Athletic Director or Principal.    
Athletes/students will not be allowed to enter into a student academic plan of improvement to compete, participate, or perform. This exception is intended to provide students with an opportunity to earn admission into contests as a fan/spectator, or a special event (dance/celebration/non-academic field trip/reward day incentive/etc.).
IX. Dual Sport Program Participation
A. Students who have a 3.25+ GPA, a record of good attendance (fewer than 3 unexcused absences per semester), and good citizenship (no discipline referrals from previous/current quarter) may choose to participate in two sports/activities simultaneously. The below listed additional requirements will apply:
1. The student must declare which sport/activity will be his/her priority by the end of the second week of the start of the season.

2. The student must complete the “Dual Participation Agreement” and collect approval signatures from his/her parent or guardian, both coaches/advisors, and the Athletic Director.

3. The declared priority sport/activity will always determine the student’s participation when a scheduling conflict occurs.

4. Contests/activities will not be rearranged to meet the need of a dual sport athlete. 

5. If at any point in the season, a student quits one of the two programs, s/he will not be allowed to return to that program during that season.
6. Students must meet the practice requirements of each program to be able to compete/participate. (Example: a track practice cannot count towards a baseball practice) 

7. Students will maintain a 3.25+GPA to participate, travel, and/or compete. If a student falls below a 3.25 GPA, the student may be required to meet with the Athletic Director to determine continued dual sport eligibility. 

X. NONDISCRIMINATION:

The District does not discriminate on the basis of sex, race, creed, religion, color, national origin, age, honorably discharged veteran or military status, sexual orientation including gender expression or identity, the presence of any sensory, mental, or physical disability, or the use of a trained dog guide or service animal by a person with a disability in its programs and activities and provides equal access to other designated youth groups.
Appendix A: Table of Consequences

This table is intended to clarify the consequences outlined in earlier sections and refers to athletics and activities.

Major Violation 1st Offense:
	Sport/Activity
(# of contests)
	Self-Reported with drug, alcohol, tobacco class 10%
	Self-Reported without drug, alcohol, tobacco class 
20%
	Not Self-Reported with drug, alcohol, tobacco class   20% 
	Not Self-Reported without approved drug/alcohol class 40%

	HS Football (10)
	1 game
	2 games
	2 games
	 4 games

	HS Volleyball (16)
	2 games
	4 games
	4 games
	 7 games

	HS Cross Country (10)
	1 meet
	2 meets
	2 meets
	4 meets

	HS Fall Cheer  (10)
	1 game
	2 games
	2 games
	4 games

	HS Basketball (20)
	2 games
	4 games
	4 games
	 8 games

	HS Wrestling (16)
	2 meets
	4 meets
	4 meets
	7 meets

	HS Winter Cheer (40) 
	4 games
	8 games
	8 games
	16 games

	HS Track (10)
	1 meet
	2 meets
	2 meets
	4 meets

	HS Golf (12)
	2 matches
	3 matches
	3 matches
	5 matches

	HS Baseball (20)
	2 games
	4 games
	4 games
	8 games

	HS Tennis (16)
	2 matches
	4 matches
	4 matches
	7 matches

	HS Softball (20)
	2 games
	4 games
	4 games
	8 games

	HS Soccer (16)
	2 matches
	4 matches
	4 matches
	7 matches

	MS Football (6)
	1 game
	2 games
	2 games
	3 games

	MS Cross Country (7)
	1 meet
	2 meets
	2 meets
	3 meets

	MS Volleyball (12)
	2 games
	3 games
	3 games
	5 games

	MS Basketball (10)
	1 game
	2 games
	2 games
	4 games

	MS Wrestling (10)
	1 meet
	2 meets
	2 matches
	4 matches

	MS Track (7)
	1 meet
	2 meets
	2 meets
	3 meets


*2nd major violation: suspension for one full calendar year in all athletics/activities

*3rd major violation: suspension permanently from all athletics/activities 


